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Participant A3, male, 35-44 years; onset at 24 years, level of sight [4]

Importance of reading and
types of content

“Hugely [important]”: reads for research
to support his work as a storyteller and
voice teacher

ebook readers used

Mobipocket ebook reader for Blackberry

Other methods/ devices/aids used

Audiobooks (though not recently); screen
magnifier (Blackberry), optical character
recognition software (Abbyy FineReader)

Reported preferences/why

ebook [reason not specified]

How participant found out about ebooks

Phone retail outlet: “...[1] said | need a
phone where I'll be able to see stuff,
and maybe read books, as well as make
calls and check my diary.”

Pre-purchase expectations

Reduce eyestrain

Participant A4, male, 35-44 years; onset from birth, level of sight [5]

Importance of reading and
types of content

“It's essential”: reads for work as
Catholic priest, academic purposes,
leisure, news and information

ebook readers used

iBooks for iPad

Other methods/ devices/aids used

Built-in screen reader on Mac;
audiobooks (uses text to speech to
convert PDFs to audio for use on the
iPod)

Reported preferences/why

Variable: “It depends on the
circumstances [...] depending on how
tired my eyes are...”

How participant found out about ebooks

Bookshops, general information online

Pre-purchase expectations

Multi-functional lightweight device;
ability to manipulate physical properties
of text (size/font)

20 The needs of blind and partially sighted people from ebooks
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Built-in screen reader on Mac;
audiobooks (uses text to speech to
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